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Raising and educating

children in a foreign _ .
country in an intercultural Lo
family presents its own Sl

— | _unique challenges. For g

S

schools in Taiwan where the primary language and .

the past ten years my children have attended local

cultural context is in fact, foreign to me. Fortunately, their
mother is from Taiwan and we both share the belief in the value
of education.

We work hard to make sure that our children are getting
“the best of both worlds” with a view of education from both
a Western and Chinese perspective. Generally, a Western
(American) perspective on education values a student-centered
a,p’F;roach that seeks to stimulate the learner to pursue her own

interests in the context of an overall educational curriculum
that is more adaptable and flexible. The Chinese educational
perspective tends to be more rigorous; creating a solid
foundation of academics with set curriculum guidelines where
testing and evaluation becomes the end-goal in the mastery
of a subject. At times it may seem that these two different
perspectives are in conflict. Most importantly however, is the
children’s overall personal growth and development, and that
our own cultural perspectives have to cooperate.

Differing cultural perspectives on raising children has
caused tensions in our family. For example, personal privacy
and independence are important Western values. As an
American, the idea of having your "own space” is important. It
seemed all too logical to me that the children had their own
bedrooms early on, and | was surprised to find that my wife
didn't share my idea.

As you can see, raising and educating children in an
intercultural family presents its own unique challenges. While
tensions and differing opinions do arise, the goal of all parents
is the same: To provide the best possible opportunities for our

~ children. And for that reason | am happy to say that Taiwan is
our home where education is emphasized and family is all-

important.
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